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Ofsted: 2749735

Funding Policy
Overview
Government funding helps families access high-quality early years education and childcare. Funding is available for children aged 9 months to 4 years and is provided for 38 weeks for term time children. As our nursery operates 51 weeks per year, we apply a stretched funding model, which spreads the funded hours evenly across the whole year, which equates to either 22.35 hours for children that are eligible for extended hours or 11.18 hours a week for those who are not eligible. 

The daily funding amount we can claim is limited by local authority caps. Details of these limits and our fees are available in our Schedule of Fees document.


Funding Entitlements

	Child’s Age
	Hours Available
	Eligibility

	9 months – 4 years
	30 hours
	Eligible working families

	2 years
	15 hours
	Families receiving government support

	3 – 4 years
	15 hours
	All families




Eligibility Dates

	Child Born Between
	Funding Starts From

	1 April – 31 August
	1 September after reaching 9 months*, 2nd, or 3rd birthday

	1 September – 31 December
	1 January after reaching 9 months*, 2nd, or 3rd birthday

	1 January – 31 March
	1 April after reaching 9 months*, 2nd, or 3rd birthday



*Please check the most recent government guidelines for working parent eligibility start dates.


How Our Funding Works
The government provides:
· 570 hours per year (equivalent to 15 hours a week over 38 weeks), or
· 1,140 hours per year (equivalent to 30 hours a week over 38 weeks).
Because we are open all year, we spread these hours across 51 weeks. This means children receive a smaller number of funded hours each week, but funding lasts the full year.
The number of funded hours used per week depends on your child’s booking pattern, and the local authority’s daily funding limit applies. Full details are shown in our Schedule of Fees.
Please note:
The Department for Education (DfE) divides annual funding into three terms — Autumn, Spring, and Summer. Children who start partway through the year will only receive the remaining hours allocated for that term.


Eligibility Codes and Renewals
Parents applying for the working parent entitlement must confirm eligibility through HMRC and provide a valid code.
· A Parental Declaration Form must be completed to allow us to verify your code.
· Codes must be renewed every three months.
· Funding can only begin from the term after your child becomes eligible by age or by the start of your entitlement.


Optional Additional Charges
Certain items and experiences are not covered by government funding. These may include:
Consumables:
· Nappies 
· Nappy sacks
· Tissues
· Cooking 
· Seasonal materials
Meals:
· Breakfast
· Snacks
· Lunch
·  Tea
· Celebration meals


Opting Out of Additional Charges
Parents can choose not to pay for optional extras. However:
· Children may not take part in specific events, meals, or activities if opted out.
· The core Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum will always be delivered free of charge.



Funding Options
We offer two ways to use your funded hours:

All-Inclusive Discounted Package – combines meals, consumables, and any additional hours into a convenient, value-based monthly fee. Or make your own package for meals and consumables from our list. 
Opt Out – includes your funded hours however meals will need to be provided from home and limited access to activities, extra curricular/celebratory events etc. 
Packages are set for the term and can only be changed for the following term. Any changes we require four weeks’ notice, effective from the next term.
Please see our Consumables and Activities Contributions Policy for more information. 


Termly Funding Allocation
Funding is distributed differently each term by the local authority, so the number of funded hours available may vary. The Termly Funding Allocation section of our Schedule of Fees outlines how hours are calculated and applied.
Your child’s total funded hours will depend on:
· The term they first qualify
· How many terms remain in the academic year
· The number of days they attend


Attendance and Responsible Use
We are required to ensure that funding is used appropriately and in full.
If your child attends funded-only sessions:
· Consistent attendance and punctuality are essential.
· Repeated absences or reduced attendance may result in funding being withdrawn by the local authority.
· In this case, full private fees would apply for any sessions attended.
· Long-term absences (e.g., holidays) may also lead to funding suspension, as per local council policy.


Claiming Process
To access government funding at our nursery, parents must:
· Complete and sign the Parental Declaration Form each term.
· Provide all required eligibility information and documentation.
· Refer to our Admissions Policy for details about how places are allocated.

Policy Review and Updates
We regularly review this policy in line with changes to Department for Education or local authority guidance. Any adjustments to funding structures or charges will be communicated in advance.
Our goal is to remain transparent, flexible, and fair, ensuring every child benefits from high-quality early education in a supportive and inclusive environment.
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